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anrultt l\l\b "a.aurable .fratnmt!' af §nr anb ~tttptrb :Il\uonl

~t. ~aul' ~ Eobgt, j!o. 43
mmtanuickubirr

~tltbration of tbe 200tb ~nntbtr5nrp'

of tbe jf ounbation of tbe 1Lobge

3lns talla tion

OF

Rt.Wor. Bra. Col. W. F. WYLEYJP.G.D.
Provincial Grand Master for Warwickshire

WORSHIPFUL MASTER

AT THE WA.RWICKSHIRE MASONIC TEMPLE

BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM

ON

MONDAY, JANUARY 2:3RD, 193:3.
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effittrs

RT. WORe BRO. COLONEL W. F. WYLEY, P.G.D.
PROV.G.M.

WORe BRO. T. ALAN FURSE ..

BRO. ARCHIE B. SOLOMON ..

BRO. BERTRAM C. EVANS ..

W.M.

LP.M.

S.W.

}.W.

WOR. BRO. H. }ACOBS, P.P.G.W.

WOR. BRO. H.}. }OSEPH, P.P.G.D.

BRO. L. C. DAVIS

BRO. J. A. HARRIS

BRO. P. F. CHAMBERS

WOR. BRO. MOSS MINDELSOHN

WORe BRO. EDWARD S. }ACOBS

CHAPLAIN.

TREASURER.

SECRETARY.

S.D.

}.D.

D.C.

A.D.C.

WOR.BRO.MENDEL G.MINDELSOHN,P.P.G.D. CHAR. STD.

BRO. T. H. ROSE . .· .· .· .ASST. SEC.

BRO. T. G. ST. JOHNSTON

· .· . LG.

BRO. F. W. MOON

·.·.·. S.S.

BRO. G. STRETTON HILL

·.·.· . S.

BRO. M. L. MINDELSOHN ..

· .· . S.

BRO. H. FEATHERSTON

· .·.· . S.

BRO. J. G. LINES

· .· .· . S.

BRO. J. WILK

..· .· .· . S.

BRO. C. H. MORTIMORE, ]UNR.

·.·. S.

BRO. WILLIAM LITTLER

· .·.·.TYLER.
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llastg(asttrs
1764-1933

Compiled

[ro111thel~ecorclsAvailable

17H4

E. Rushloll. ISI6W.Hollins. IBSO'W. H. SprosloJl.
1764

J. Sketcbley. 1817W.Hollin!oi. 1881M. Davis.

1764

S. Freelb. 1818W. Hollin~. IB82M. D'l'vis.

1765

A. F. Henslc •.. 1819F.Deakin. 1883S. Sinuaer.

1765

T. Rock. IS20.1Wooe! . 1884B. H. Jo~('ph.
1766

T. Rock. 1821J.\'Vood. 1885S. Lyon.
1767

C. Steward. Ig22JvVood. 18g6S. LyoIl.
1768

E. Wall in. 18~:)F.Deakill. 188iJ. M. Davi,.
1769

D. Winwood. IB2'(F.Deakill. 188SJ. M. Davis.
1770

J. Richards. IS:JI.1.Wooll . '1889D. Davi::;.

1771

A. F. Hensler. IS:12J. Woud. '1890G. )lalhall.
1772

S. Steward. 183:1W. Lloyd. 1891S. Cordon.

1773

D. Winwood. 1334W. Lloycl. 1892T. P. Hug-he,.
1774

T. P. MarillclC')l. 183SW. L1oyd. '1893M. jones.
1775

A. F. Hensle •.. IH:l"J. Wood. 1891J. Freedman.

1776

S. Freet". 1$17.1. Wood. 189S;,. ,I. Le\·i.
1777

J. Salt. 1838w. Llovrl. '1896S. J. Davb.
1778

S. Harvey. 1R:J9J. 1:1.Riuba",. '1897H. Ha<1ds.
1779

Wm. Walker. IR41l-. ReeCf. '189SP. J. Bloomneld.
1780

T. Grundy. 1841J. ~lottt"'ral1l. *1899H. Jacobs.
1781

T. Grundy. 18,(2S. W. Barm"s. 1901l.\. Biggs.
1782

A. Walker. 1843J. J\lotteram. 1901S. Abrahams.
1783

]. Vaux. 1844]. C. Cohen. 1902J. D. Hannam.
1784

J. Vaux. 1845F. Emp~on. *19o:J]. W. Beaufort.
1785

]. Vau.'. 18,(9J. i\lachill. J9041. "'Iyers.
1786

Wm. Walker. 1850A. Robinsoll. 1905J. 1-1. 13ooeock.
1787

-. Rock. 18S1H. Hopkin~. *1906J. Landau.
1788

-. Rock. 18521. H. Bedford. 1907H. Brooks.
1789

B. S. Heatoll. 1853W. S. Ryley. 1908A. A. Jacobs.
1790

J. Timmins. IH54]. P. Motteralll. 1909]. C. Cox.
1791

J. Timmins. 1855E. A. Lingard. *1910J. E. Ward.
1792

]. Cresshull. 1856L. Coheu. *1911C. F. English.
J793

R. Evans 1857VV. Sillman. *1912B. Silverstou.
179·1

R. Evans. 18SH\\'. B. Brig-p. *191:JA. A. Kohn.
1795

J. Timmills. 1859,",V.B. Bri~g6. *1914S. Foster.
1796

R. S. Skey. 1860VV. Ban-veIl. *1915M. G. Miud('lsohn.
1797

-. Hodges. 1861R. Curson. '1916G. Nathan.
1798

-. JOlles. 1862A. Bill. *1917E. H. Wigley.
1799

-. Evans. 1863R. H. Foster. 1918C. M. Levi.
1800

W. Hollins. 1864W. H. Sproston. *1919Rev. Canon W.B.Smith
1801

-. Hodges. 1865W. H. Sproston. *1920H. J. ]osepb.
1802

R. Burkinsh<lw. 18""A. S. Blanckens('('. 1921E. Greenberg.
1803

R. Burkinshaw. 1867E. C. Tbomas. * 1922W. J. Davis.
1804

W. Hollins. 1868W.]. Scbofield. *192:JF. S. Cox.
1805

W. Hollins. 1869.J. G. Solomon. *W2~K. W. Greenwood.
1806

W. Hollins. 1870A. Blanckense('. *1925J. Mindelsobn.
1807

W. Hollins. 1871C. H. William,. 1926A. Kohn.
1808

W. Hollins. 1872W. H. Sproston. *1927T. Cox.
1809

W. Hollins. 1873A. Blanckens("C'. *1928Marcus G. Mmdel.obn.
1810

W. Hollins. 1874M. ]oseph. *1929C. H. Mortimore.
1811

-. Parker. 1875]. Moore. '1930Moss Mindelsohn.
1812

-, Parker. 1876]. Pbillips. *1931E. S. ]acobs.
1813

W. Hollins. 1877S. Sinauer. *1932T. A. Furse.
1814

IV. Ho11ins. 1878S. Sinauer.
1815

W. Hollins. 1879W. H. Sproslon.,Still LivinG'.
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.members
01' JANUARY 23RD, 1933, IN ORDER OF SENIORITY.

I.G.
J .D.

Secretary

Steward

Steward

Steward

Steward

Asst. Secretary
S.D.

J. G. LINES

JULlUS BROOKS

J. WILK ... Steward
P. C. BALCON P.M., 51O:{

C. H. MORTlMORE, JUNR. Steward

R. BLOXClDGE

H. S. WrLLIAMs
P.M., 938, P.P.G.O., Org-.

M. A. WOLFF P.M., 3546, 4807, L.R.

H. PAVlOUR

W. L. PRATT

L. ESPIR ...

F. G. LE BRETON THOMPSON

A. J. JACOBS
COL. W. F. WYLEY .. , W.M.

Proy. Grand :\faster for War.

WILLIA~1 LITTLER ... Tyler

BERTRAM C. EVANS ... J.W.

F. W. MOON Senior Steward

T. H. DAWSON

K. L. SPIERS

L. C. DAVIS

R. NATHAN

T. H. ROSE

J. A. HARRIS
P. F. CHAMBERS

T. G. ST. JOHNSTON
P. S. RUDELL

G. STRETTON HILL

:\1. L. :\IrNDELSOH.'i

H. FEATHERSTON ...

HARRY JACOBS
P.M., P.P.G.W., Chaplain

C. F. ENGLISH P.M., P.P.G.W.

J. E. WARD .,. P.M., P.P.G.D.
S. A. LINES

ADOLPH SCOTT

BERTRAM SILVERSTON
P.M., P.A.G.D.C.

B. BROWN

S. FOSTER ... P.M., P.P.G.D.

FRANK MACHIN

M. G. MINDELSOHN
P.M., P.P.G.D., Charity Steward

A. E. LOWENTHAL

HARRY J. JOSEPH
P.M., P.P.G.D., Treasurer

W. YEEND GIBBS

FRANK S. Cox ... P.P.A.G.D.C.

R. "',T. GREENWOOD
P.M., PROV.A.G.D.C.

J. MINDELSOHN P.M.
T. Cox ... P.M.

MARCUS G. MINDELSOHN P.M.

H. JOYCE P.M., 1474, P.P.G.W.

J. R. E. MCCRAE
C. H. MORTlMORE ... P.M.

G. B. CRUICKSHANK, Junr.

Moss MINDELSOHN P.M., D.C.

ARCHlE B. SOLOMON S.W.

THOMAS A. FURSE ... LP.M.

E. S. JACOBS ... A.D.C.
A. E. GREENLAND

RON. MEMBERS.
'VOR. BRO. BRIG.-GEl\. :\1. QUAYLE .I ONES, P.G.D.

Deputy Prov. Grand l\Ia5ter.

,"VOR.BRO. J. S. PRlTCHETT, P.G.D., Asst. Prov. Grand Master.
V\'OR BRO. REV. CANON W. H. SMITH, P.P.G.C.

WOR. BRO. J. B. WILSON, P.A.G.D.C., PrOY. G. Sec.
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.menu

HORS D'OEUVRES A CHOII>

TORTUE CLAIRE ORKI

SUPRl1:ME DE SOLE BONNE FEMME

C6TELETTES n'ACNEAU PORTUGAISE

CHOU DE MER POMMES CROQUETTES

SORBET ..••UX CERISES

CHAPON ROT! SALADE PANACHEE

POMMES DuCH ESSE

MERINGUE CHANTILL Y

DESSERT
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~oa~t l.t,t

•• H.M. THE KING AND THE CRAFT."

Proposed by-
THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER •

•• The Most Worshipful the Grand Master,
H.R.H. the DUKE OF CONNAUGHT, K.G."

Proposrd by-
THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

"The Most Worshipful the Pro Grand Master the RT. Ho!\".
LORD AMPTHILL: the Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand
Master the RT. HON. LORD CORNWALLIS, and the rest of the
Officers, Present and Past. of the Grand Lodge of England."

Proposed by-
WOR. BRO. EDWARD S. jACOBS, A.D.C.

Responded to by-
THE MOST WORSHIPFUL THE PRO. GRAND MASTER.

"The Right Worshipful the Provincial Grand Master, COLONEL
'vV. F. WYLEY. P.G.D.: The 'vVorshipful the Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, BRIG.-GENL. M. QUAYLE JONES, P.G.D.: The
Worshipful the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, WOR.
BRO. J. S. PRITCHETT, P.G.D.: and the rest of the Officers.
Present and Past. of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Warwickshire. "

Proposed by-
VERY WOR. BRO. SIR P. COLVILLE SMITH, Grand Secretary.

Responded to by-
WOR. BRO. BRIG.-GENL. M. QUAYLE JONES, F.G.D.,

Deputy Provincial Grand Master.

•• THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER."

Proposed by-
BRO. ARCHIE B. SOLOMON, S.W.

Responded to by-
THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

"THE VISITORS."
Proposed by-

BRO. JACK WILK, Steward.

Responded to by-
VERY WOR. BRO. CHARLES R. I. NICHOLL, Grand D.C.
WOR. BRO. H. E. GOODBY, P.P.G.W.

"THE TYLER'S TOAST."
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JMu~ical ~rogr ammt

"THE WORSHTPlTL ~lASTER'S SO),"C."

Sung bv WOR. B,w . .Il·STIS ~IINDELSOHN. P.M.

Acro11lj:>anil'd bv \VOR. Ill"'. ff. S. \\"11 LJ"~fS, P.M., P.P.G.O.

SONGS.

Bno. A, I'REr> Bl'TLER.

Auompanisl,

BRO. j\CK \'ENABLES
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Reproduced from the Engraved Lists, showing the different numbcrs
under which St, Paul's Lodge was registered, and the :\[eeting placcs.

Engravcd List of
Lodges 1737.

From "Engraved List" in the vVarwickshirc :\Iasonic Muscum and
Library, Birmingham.

i~l~u=a~[J

I k.d::...:::~S:I,%1M-m7;{t/mJjZO~CV1/1/733

Engra\'cd List of
Lodges 17-l0.

Engraved List of
Lodges 176-l.

Engraved List of
Lodges 1765.

The Extracts from the Lists o[ 17-l0, 176-l and 1765 are

Reproduced by kind permission of the United Grand Lodge of England.
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By order of (he Maficf,
F. H, SccrelMV

"

:):j" Dinner upon the table at h~lf JQ

hour paft One,

(PAGE 192)

Thefe and other Grand Majlers have alro granted R.Deputatiot1~
at the Requefi: of fome good Brothers in Cities and Towns
throughout England, for Conjlituting the following Lodges, as
recorded in the Grand Lodge-Books, and in the engraven Lift,
who have their Rank of Seniority at the Grand Lodge, according
to the Date of their CONSTITUTION, viz.

- S T 0 U It B It lOG E in lForce(ler· \

jZ,ire, at the Dog, conftiruted 1 Aug. cqnllitlh
1733· meet each Wedliefday. ft d t

-BIRMINGIIAH,atthcSwan,,1 at~ 3(

conllituted A. D, 17H' and meet laft r. ;;;:: H 11
.ilhf/{{,1Y. Je~"lre,

-PLYMOV1'1l, at the Millon's 17P
"r, confiituted A. D, 1734. and

.•• ..J ",,.-I 'Pt.jAn.,

Taken from the Book of Constitutions (2nd Edition), published 173~.
This book is the property of St. Paul's Lodge, presented to the l.odge

by ,"or. Bro. E. Booth in 1907.

Birmingham, JUlle 21, '764-

T H EFraternity of FR£[.MASONS helon'ging to the

NEW·LODGE, N"'. 6~. and Jai,
held ar the Kings·Head, In New.ftr.
Gil1e Notice, that their fe.lt of Sr.

JOH N '" will be hl!ld on Monday next

at the ldid hOllfe.; where a vifit from

any worthy Brother will be d~etlll'd
a lavour,

This cuttino is from the only known ad\'ertisement mentioning the
number of the Lodge as No. 1~4,* and is taken from the Birmingham
Register and Entertaining Museum of June 21st, 176-l, in the Birming
ham Reference Library .

• Cnder the Grand Lodge of the .\ntiellls.
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.<~,:It(
~,:::::. '.""

::--... ~ U ,(I{~fI'I".~"m wr ,;./ 1/'>'/;0/;/!J>-,/i0/,J·-, 1~"""1 ~a/MIt:,·

~)J~..~.:J;A',r( ~ ?ffqt4,1t1.,./!hhrlt/i ,l '!mNiI,,,-1 A""",r.,:.,}, ]\t~\,.' .,\~."fs('~)~. - "~ ~~
- . '1$,((,-I 'f .;,,;;.«' "-;'~/"J!./ ;Ii. It,,1 111f, ('I·t;" flit, }drkr

~·lll,~()lj(l\ .•t{'r

tf IH~ Av. j)flfU!lh~l/n~ l' "':~/,,:7-:7:-(~/'I . I(.',I"I{.II( (t~/:f;{,II((

'2.'~li~-S-"n'dl'lill !'- ....•• ' ~'- ""---

rja:

l .\1~1' '~..y'

~)i" ~'.\'

•..•• ~.( t.•••.•1, •••••••~••'" ••••.•••••••"k .••..u~.. ~.'~,

"':;.,U:,,~·<-i../.

(',J, (.: ~••{.~~~.'- ---".. ),\-...:.. '-

';'... , .
~'j ~~'i lIulll~., In,~, }jJ Y",f';( . Ii;~.,/rr

'-, : ~~~'''li..Ar/(· -'.:- ~

'1!.

\\'arrant of Confirmation dated 1822 under which
St. Paul's Lodge now works.

. '.o:¥ (;. r -0- . .-
(r ,-S,\inl -;P,\llU.~ll~l\f<)

~;.J ~. :-'~-

f('~1 'I r~ r /. ,. . ,;~ . _. ,,~_, .'" ,'!A' tI" '\!'Iil."'\'pf,l.;uula. OiM,Im,.It. ~~·'''~''''''',,,I,''.s-••••,vOOu.:~. !-,., ;.~.;-~
,J '""d ,;it r~ki'; t!k", ./ "my '"',Uf," ' ;/. • ,

, r:,.~.. '
((~-6~t~l\~' '..J ,I."N","'~ ", If", .;t.(.. ,AJ ,; ,;; ~"""/~·4.,...dud '" ,,,~ Y'''i ,'I·J.~ i>' ))">1, •• 0/ 11t:··,.•••••.•••••••.~ ".~.~

,~::~.··~~~;~~;!tli~:i:¥;3:~}~,]0:~~*;~;?i:f?f?~:~~f·1_,'-
••. ~ ",,,',n! .•"I. 1/..•_ /1I•.",/ .•7t""..."J~ .•.. " ,I'. ~r•..•.,>' ,/'t,,,,,,.,..f ..•.~.O~ft, ••• ,.t. ·'/,..I4"·, •.··i'r~" "" ..,.,./. ••

\/;"" ..•" .h••'•••••••,.••• /A~ ., " ••.• ,,.,~I't.•.•••n.,., (" •••..••, .; .j•• "/,, ••• I,. I. !>-,_"",( ,.. ,••.•, .•• t.""''':, ...• '''•..'/. ~,../.
. f.,_.,." .•,. .•,..•• ,.•.~/ .•m~· ~ ••••. /, ••••/".1 rk ..".•~ •• ,/,1.. . /1,..•, 1J,.~1ot'1"1 .1", •..•,1. 11,.~t.. " // ••<11'''''/,''''' Ufu',

.. \'". \&r4"l ~ •.•ttr Jt •••.•• ; "'''' ".t.. .. ,1 ~ .,••••,,1.," ~ '.' ",,,,d ' Ir/n 1#1"7 y,;~,.ur/ y,m; "'" ,g _~ ,.,,~,111<· , •• >':"1'

1·<;7;~};3,?f?~{.;!~~:~::2;~(Z~:~:~~i~!t-:~t:-:,:~;:~2;'~fi~:~~:::
~illtn ,J . /.",,'" ,,', •• )I,dl ~••I.. 11".,_,~I/u" •.",. If/4

~:::~'
r.. /~.Il;,•• ··,,"'r

1~11\.f"mn\llll~ /,4- . {{"cl ¥",.."M

~~t~\l\\t-l'o(~(tLutb _ill.iNl. .'1",••J.!t., ..t"

./ - !N,"y.b..-., ,I I f./

Centenary \\'arrant dated 186..1.
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Banncr showing the number as 51. now loaned to the \Varwickshirc
Library and l\luseum.

Old Banner. ~ew Banner.
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Two :\Iahogany ::Ilasonic Arm Chairs for use of the \\'ardens.
These undoubtedly were two of a Set of three made by Chippendale,

circa 1775 (restored 192-4).

Senior Warden's Chair

Junior \\'arden's Chair
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Painting of \Y, BRO, J., SKETCHLEY,
Wor. Master of St, Paul's, 1764,

Loaned to the "'arwickshire Library and :'I1us~um,
Presented to Hie- Lodge by

BRO, J uu us BROOKS in 1929
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llT. WaR. BRa. COL. \Y. F. WYLEY, P.G.I).,
Pray. Grand :\[aster for Warwickshire.

War. Master of St. Paul's Lodge,
19:13.
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Jr)II~ \\"ILKES. 1{11,,'IL\I{U \\·~8~11·1<' *J!·IUo.\lIAH \·,\l·X. J.-\~. HISSI I J. * JA:;. SKI·IUIl.I' Y

*JAS. MURRA~. *JOII:-J' FREETH. JOHN COLLARD. JOHN l\flLES. JOHN TOY. Jos. FEAR~. Jas. BLL'NT.

* Bras, SKETCHLEY, FREETII, l\IURRAY and VAUX, were ;\lembers of St, Paul's Lodge,
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~istor!, of tbt lLobgt

The details of the early history of St. Paul's Lodge are more or

less a matter of conjecture, as there are no records in existence

covering the first few years of the life of the Lodge. The earliest

recorded minutes are of the year 1764.

There are, however, some well recorded facts in connection with

the Lodge and its transactions during the period in question, 1733

to 1764, from which it is possible to draw certain conclusions.

There is no doubt that in the year 1733 a Lodge was founded and

met at the Swan Hotel in Birmingham, and that the Warrant or

Letter of Authority, dated August 1st, 1733, under which the Lodge

was constituted was issued by the" Modems." The number of

the Lodge was 125, but this number was altered to 109 in 1740 and

to 64 in 1756. The List of Lodges in 1740 contains a record as

follows :-No. 109. .. Swan," Birmingham, last Monday. The

Book of Constitutions, 1756 Edition, states in the List of Lodges :

•. Swan," Birmingham, last Monday, 1733,

This date is confirmed by the Engraved List and refers to No.

64" Swan," Birmingham. The" Exposure of Freemasonry," pub

lished in 1763, states No. 64 .. Swan," Birmingham, last Monday,

1733. In 1764 the Members of No. 64 Modern must have felt that

they wished to be allied to both the .. Modern " and •. Antient "
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Grand Lodges, for on the 11th April of that year they obtained II

Warrant from the •. Antients," the number of which was 124.

This" Antient" Warrant was returned to Grand Lodge in 1765.

There is recorded in Grand Lodge a payment on 23rd April, 1764,

of £1 3s. 6d. by Lodge No. 64 Birmingham to the" Moderns,"

being £ lis. Od. for Charity and 2s. 6d. for Registration of New

Address; this payment is confirmed by an entry in the Minute

Book of St. Paul's Lodge under date 27th April, 1764. The record

for that year of the Lodges meeting in Birmingham includes No. 64

•. Moderns " and 124 •. Antients " at •. Kings Head." Coupling

these two records together, the conclusion is that in 1764 the Lodge

then No. 64 •. Moderns" that was founded in 1733 and met at

the •.Swan," Birmingham, removed thence to the •. Kings Head,"

Birmingham. On April 27th, 1764, a Lodge of Emergency was held.

The Minutes of that Meeting read as follows :-

•. The Wor. Master called this night a Lodge for the first

•. time when the following Brethren met besides his Wor

•. shipful-Br. Sketchley, S.W., Br. Freeth, Br. Hensler,

•. Br. Sparrow and Br. Sadler. After Br. Freeth was installed

•. as l.W. and Br. Hensler as Secretary. The Worshipful

•. Master and Senior Warden having been installed by the

•. Grand Secretary Br. Dermot by order of the Grand Master

•. the Lodge proceeded upon business and first a body of

•. Bye Laws was passed according to the Book to be printed,"Cop
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Lodge accounts of that period show a payment to the Grand

Secretary of the ••Antients" for the Warrant. It is clear from

the early Minute Books that the Lodge was in 1764 and for some

years afterwards known as No. 124 and No. 64-that is to say

No. 124" Antients," and No. 64 ••Modems." There is abundant

evidence in the Lodge Minutes for the next few years that the Lodge

was working continuously under both the" Modern .•and" Antient"

Constitutions. How this was Masonically possible is a puzzle of

which the solution has not yet been found. In 1767 there was evi

dently some feeling with respect to the anomalous position of the

Lodge, for in February of that year the" Modems" Grand Lodge

issued a Warrant to the Brethren meeting at the ••Kings Head,"

New Street, Birmingham (Lodge No. 64), naming Edward Rushton

to be Master, James Sketchley to be Senior Warden, and Samuel

Freeth to be Junior Warden, " for opening the said Lodge and for

such time only as should be thought proper by the Brethren thereof."

This Warrant was returned to Grand Lodge in 1822 on the issue of

the Warrant of Confirmation under which the Lodge is working at

the present time; it is still in the custody of Grand Lodge.

This Warrant of Confirmation finally sets at rest all doubts

concerning the year of the foundation of St. Paul's Lodge, No. 43,

for it is definitely stated therein that the Lodge was founded

in 1733. This is also confirmed by the Centenary Warrant, issued

in 18M-the actual date thereof being 5th December, l864-authoris

ing the Members of the Lodge to wear a Centenary Jewel of special
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design. All the Engraved Lists of Lodges, and all Official Publica~

tions and Records and Year Books issued by Grand Lodge for the

past 150 years, put the year 1733 as the year of foundation

of S1. Paul's Lodge, Birmingham.

St. Paul's Lodge has had many offshoots, and few Lodges can

go back 156 years for their hrst offspring. On the 7th November,

1777, the Lodge signed a petition for a Warrant for a Lodge of

Freemasons to be held in the 6th, or Inniskilling Regiment of

Dragoons, who obtained Warrant No. 508 on the 18th December,

1777.

The Lodge also supported the petition of St. Matthew's Lodge,

Walsall, Staffs. who received Warrant No. 786 in 1847.

In modern times the Lodge has supported the petitions of at

least eight Lodges now meeting in Warwickshire.

In 1784 it was agreed to petition the Grand Master for the name

" St. Paul's," and this request was duly granted.

The number of the Lodge has been altered by Grand Lodge

from time to time.

In 1733 it was No. 125.
1740 109.

" 1756 64.
1770 53.
1787 41.
1792 38.

•. 1814 58.
1832 51.
1863 43.
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It has remained No. 43 since the year 1863. The Charity Box now

used at all Lodge Meetings has engraved on it the No. 5I and the

year 1858.

lames Sketchley mentioned above was a most important and

influential Freemason in Warwickshire, for it was through his good

offices that Freemasonry in the Province was organised in a proper

manner prior to the formation of a Provincial Grand Lodge in

Warwickshire in 1792, when he was appointed the first Provincial

Grand Secretary. His portrait was presented to the Lodge in 1792.

but was afterwards lost: in 1929 the painting was purchased at a

local sale by Bro. lulius Brooks, a present member of the Lodge.

and after having been duly identified was presented by him to the

Lodge and now hangs in the Library and Museum in this Temple.

Bro. Sketchley and Bro. Freeth are both shown in the well~known

portrait of ••Birmingham Worthies," painted by Eckstein in or

about the year 1790, and which now hangs in Aston Hall. Birm~

ingham.

The Minute Books of the Lodge record several interesting events

in the Masonic History of the Province of Warwickshire.

On March 11th, 1789, a Lodge of Emergency was called to com

memorate the happy recovery of King George III from illness.

The toast list contains the first reference to the toast of •• Our absent

Brethren," and a •• Complimentary loast to the Visitors."
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On June 7th. J 792. a letter was received from Grand Lodge

announcing the appointment by the Grand Master of Thos. Thomp

son, Esq., M.P., as Prov. C. M. for Warwickshire. At the first

meeting of Prov. C. Lodge the following members of St. Paul's

Lodie were elected to office :-

Bro. Jas. Timmins as Prov. Dep. C. M.

Bro. B. S. Heaton as Prov. C. S. W.

Bro. B. Parker as Prov. C. Treasurer.

Bro. Jas. Sketchley as PlOv. C. Secretary.

Bro. Rev. Andrew Laurance as Prov. C. Chaplain.

On May 6th, 1803, the sum of £30 IOs. Od. was subscribed by

the Brethren to the fund in aid of the Free Church then about to

be erected. This was Christ Church, which stood at the top of New

Street, and which was demolished in 1897 when Victoria Square

was made.

The minutes of September 18th, 1805, record a full description

of the Laying of the Foundation Stone of a Public Office in Moor

Street, Birmingham, the W.M. of the Lodge. Bro. Wm. Hollins,

being the Architect of the building and acting as Prov. G. Sup.

of Works.

On July 7th. 1806, Prov. G. Lodge was held for the first time

under the auspices of St. Paul's Lodge.

On December 31st. 1840. for the first time a sum of money was

voted from the Lodge Funds to purchase a P.M:s Jewel.
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On 29th November. 1870. the Masonic Hall. New Street. Birm~

ingham was consecrated by Lord Leigh. Prov. G. M. for Warwick

shire. assisted by the W.M's. of St. Paul's. Howe. and Faithful

Lodges.

In 1927. St. Paul's Lodge was honoured by the Master of the

Lodge being chosen to open the door of the Warwickshire Masonic

Peace Memorial Temple in Birmingham. at the summons of the

Most Wor. the Pro. Grand Master. The :Rt. Hon. Lord AmpthiIl.

who performed the Opening Ceremony. The Lodge was further

honoured by an invitation to hold the first meeting of a Lodge in

the Temple. The meeting was held on the 26th September of that

year. when the Ceremony of Initiation was performed. Bro. John

G. Lines. a son of a member of the Lodge thus being the first Ini

tiate in the new building.

In recent years several members of the Lodge have been honoured

by the conferment of Grand Lodge rank. In 1920 the late Wor.

Bro. J. Headon Boocock was appointed P.G.St.B .• in 1925 the late

Wor. Bro. Samuel Abrahams was appointed P.A.G.D.C., and in

1928 Wor. Bro. Bertram Silverston was appointed P.A.G.D.C.

In 1933 occurs the first celebration, in the Province of Warwick~

shire, of the 200th Anniversary of the Foundation of a Lodge, and

St. Paul's Lodge is very proud that Col. W. F. Wyley, P.G.D .•

the Provincial Grand Master has honoured it by becoming the

Master of the Lodge for this year.
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